








Eric Culver (Composer) - In 1966, Eric Culver received a Masters from

the Juilliard School in New York, in performance and composition. With

the Vietnam War rapidly accelerating, he enlisted into the Army Field Band
as lead trombone and founding member of what became the Jazz Ambas-
sadors. In 1969, With his enlistment finished, he went on the road as a jazz
trombonist, beginning his five-year plan to be on as many great road bands
as possible, starting with Glenn Miller, then Billy Maxted, Woody Herman,
and last, Buddy Rich. His road years over by 1973, he applied to Michigan
State University for a second Masters, this time in composition and theory.
He has divided his compositional repertoire between Jazz and Classical
ever since. He so appreciated being invited to be one of the composers for
Songs & Dances. It was a wonderful project to be involved with.

Jeff Fairbanks (Composer) composes music to be played/sung by people,
and for media playback devices, using mostly computers. He lives with

his family in Maryland near Washington DC. You can find Jeff’s composer
website at www.mungojeff.com or as a member of the society For ShortY
new music at www.sofoynm.ning.com.

George Sarah (Composer) has scored 30 episodes for television includ-
ing 28 for Discovery network. In August 2008, he composed music for

the ceremonies at the 2008 summer Olympic Games in Beijing, China. His
songs have been featured on CSI, CSI NY, Paul Haggis’s Family Law, The
Oprah Winfrey Show, HBO'’s Addiction, PBS’s History Detectives, Chris
Rock’s Everybody Hates Chris, Angel, and performed his songs on Buffy

the Vampire Slayer (Three Episodes), Bra Boys narrated by Russell Crowe,
On The Line, featuring Susan Sarandon and Martin Sheen, and in over 100
television shows including Style, TLC, and Spike. He has performed twice
on KCRW'’S Morning Becomes Eclectic, and made the Number One position
on their playlist and on classical station KUSC. He reached #14 on CMJ'’s
national RPM college radio in America. He has opened for Bebel Gilberto,
Nikka Costa, Crystal Method, Goldfrapp, Natacha Atlas, Michael Franti,
Nortec Collective, and has toured Europe and the U.S. selling over 25,000
CD’s. He has collaborated with David J (Bauhaus/ Love n” Rockets), Mo-
nique Powell (Save Ferris), Alain Whyte (Morrisey), James Fearnley (Pogues),
Swayzak, Gingger Shankar (Passion of the Christ), Anthony Stewart Head,
Joss Wedon, and others.

O-Lan Jones (Director/Choreographer of Indegenous Folk Dances)
O-Lan Jones is the Artistic Director of OVERTONE INDUSTRIES, guiding her
company in the creation of new mythological operas and theatricals. Miz
Jones is a full-service artist, being an award-winning actor, sound designer,
writer and composer. You may recognize her from some of Tim Burton'’s
films, or NBK or Seinfeld. She has recently returned to the Land of Acting in
Movies with the independent film Queens of Country. For more info go to
www.o-lanjones.com. Miz Jones would like to express great quantities of
gratitude for the genius of collaborators Snezana Petrovic, David O, all the
composers and librettists who literally danced in each others lands, long
time Imaginary friends John Ballinger and Tony Palermo, and the inspired
newcomers to this project Gregg Emmel, Dan Reed, Nina Winthrop & Renée
Archibald, the relentless and brilliant Nataki Garrett, the extraordinarily
generous and wise-beyond-their-years Vibrant Production Management
team Sara Adelman and Michelle Magaldi, fantastic friend and relation
Michael Harrington, rescue remedy Mark Crutch, Maggie Goddard &
Alyssa Escalante who actually know what's going on here, Green Galactic,
Brent Crayon, Miriam Faugno, Elizabeth Titus, Scott Cargle, Rafael Picco
the graphic designer, Husband Halldor who knows how to help in the most
delightful way, my beloved cast and the people who have made the pathway
from idea to reality for me: Lauren Bon, Christina Singleton and Joseph
Miller.

Snezana Petrovic (Scenic and Costume Designer) is a multi-faceted
artist. Her paintings, video, and installation works have been exhibited both
nationally and internationally in the museums and galleries in Los Angeles,
Amsterdam, Belgrade and Prague. She has exhibited in 34 group exhibitions
and has had eight solo exhibitions. She has designed 230 theatrical produc-
tions, 22 television series and eight feature films. She is the recipient of the
highly coveted award in production design at the International Film Festival
in Pula as well as six national awards for theatrical set and costume design
in her native Yugoslavia. Her LA credits include the designs for the Black
American Artist Workshop, The Woman Who Forgot Her Sweater at the Ford
Theatre, LA Shakespeare Festival's Romeo and Juliet and Measure for Mea-
sure, and The Blacks for the Evidence Room. In the past seven years, she
has been working with O-Lan on Songs and Dances of Imaginary Lands.
Currently she is serving as the Fine Arts Department Chair and Professor of
Arts at Crafton Hills College.
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David O (Musical Director) is a Los Angeles-based composer, performer,
and musical director. His most notable work is the critically-acclaimed
choral composition A Map of Los Angeles (LA Master Chorale/Walt Disney
Concert Hall). Thousands of children and their parents know David as “The
Professor” for his six years of performances with Summersounds at the
Hollywood Bowl (LA Philharmonic). His original musicals include The Very
Persistent Gappers of Frip (CTG/PLAY), Imagine, (South Coast Rep), and
Atalanta (Creative Playground). Other compositions for the theatre have
included new scores for Ubu Roi (A Noise Within - 2006 Ovation Award,
Sound Design/Large Theater), and Hippolytos (Getty Villa). David’s work

as a musical director includes 13 (World Premiere - Mark Taper Forum), The
Wild Party, See What | Wanna See and Little Fish (West Coast Premieres

- Blank Theatre), The Last 5 Years (Pasadena Playhouse), The 25th Annual
Putnum County Spelling Bee (La Mirada Playhouse), The Shaggs: Philoso-
phy of the World (World Premiere, Inside the Ford), and Divorce: The Musi-
cal (World Premiere, Hudson Mainstage), among many other productions.
He has received numerous LA Weekly, LADCC, and Garland Awards for his
work over the years. David is a co-creator and instructor of “Voices Within,"”
an educational outreach of the LA Master Chorale.

Nataki Garrett (Assistant Director) Nataki Garrett’'s work has been
produced locally at REDCAT, The Matrix Theatre, Lee Strasberg Theatre, LA-
Theatreworks, Celebration Theatre, in NY, Europe, East Africa and beyond.
Her recent work includes: June and Jean in Concert by Adrienne Kennedy

at CalArts; Ochre and Onyx: The Langston Hughes Project at Watts Village
Theatre Company (World Premiere) she directed the World Premiere of
Smoke Lilies and Jade by Carl Hancock Rux and produced and directed

the west coast premiere of Strom Thurmond is Not a Racist by Thomas
Bradshaw; Sucktion Libretto by Doug Kearney, Composed by Anne Lebaron
(REDCAT NOW FEST); Coffee Will Make You Black Adapted by Michael
Sheppard; Fiction (World Premiere) by Stew; Wet an Opera (World Premiere)
by Terese Svoboda and Composed by Anne Lebaron Garrett is on the
advisory committee for Sundance East Africa. A recipient of the NEA/TCG
Career Development Program 2005-2007, Nataki Garrett is the Co-Artistic
Director of BLANK-THE-DOG PRODUCTIONS based in Los Angeles/New
York. In addition, Garrett was the Associate Producer of ETI! East Africa
Speaks at Dartmouth College Summer of Africas 2008 and the co-curator
for REDCAT’s Studio Series in the fall and spring of 2007. In 2005, Garrett
associate produced The Blacks for the Evidence Room in Los Angeles,
directed by Lee Richardson. Nataki Garrett is the Co-Head of Undergradu-
ate Acting and is on the Performance Faculty at California Institute of the
Arts where she received her MFA in Directing.

Nina Winthrop (Choreographer of Traveling Dances) has had her own
dance company, Nina Winthrop & Dancers, for over two decades now. She
was awarded a Bessie Schonberg Choreographers’ Residency at The Yard
in 2004, a Dancenow/NYC's Silo Artist Residency in 2005, and participated
in the Schénberg Choreographers Lab at DTW in 2005. Her work has been
seen at venues throughout New York and Los Angeles including Brooklyn
Academy of Music, Joyce SoHo, Danspace Project, Movement Research

at the Judson Church and The Flea Theater. In the process of creating her
dance pieces, Nina has collaborated with a diverse group of artists, includ-
ing musician/composers John Cale, Gary Lucas, Jon Gibson and Steve
Sacks; set designers David Auden and Manuel Lutgenhorst; sculptor Jene
Highstein; costume designers Anita Evenepoel, Naomi Luppescu, Naoko
Nagata and Lenny Steinberg; filmmakers Judy Lieff, Morleigh Steinberg and
Maria Antelman; and lighting designers Spencer Mosse, Peter West, Nicole
Pearce, Jared Klein and Oguri, among others. A graduate of Bennington
College, Nina Winthrop danced with Wendy Perron, Susan Rethorst, Yoshiko
Chuma, Sally Silvers and Kei Takei, with whom she toured the USA and
Japan, and studied with Erick Hawkins, Merce Cunningham and Deborah
Hay. Many thanks to Renée Archibald who has been a wonderful assistant,
putting more than her share into the work.

John Ballinger (Composer of Recorded Sound) - John Ballinger, musician
and award winning sound designer/composer, has placed songs and scores
in TV, on film, in theatre and on CDs. Notable collaborations include Echo'’s
Hammer (Theatre @ Boston Court) and the 99cent Store Holiday shows

with Ken Roht, The Woman Who Forgot Her Sweater and Celebration of

the Lizard with O-lan Jones, The Joan Rivers Show (Geffen Playhouse) and
playing the guitar with Chris Wells and the NoNo'’s. John has toured and/

or recorded for Rufus Wainwright, Tracy Bonham, Pato Banton, the national
tour of Dancing With the Stars, and Moira Smiley and Voco. Thanks to
David O and O-Lan.

Bart Hopkin (Imaginary Instrument Inventor/Composer) has worked as
a guitarist, composer and arranger for several decades. In that capacity

he has performed, recorded and taught in many contexts and places. He's
also a maker of musical instruments and a student of musical instruments
worldwide. Since 1985, he has been the director of Experimental Musical
Instruments, an organization devoted to all manner of interesting and
unusual musical instruments. Since 1994, Bart has written several books on
instruments and their construction, and produced several CDs featuring the
work of innovative instrument makers worldwide.
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Gregg Emmel (Audience Transport Inventor) - For 25 years, Gregg Emmel
has been a material guy. As product designer, engineer, artist, entrepreneur,
and performer. Emmel holds over 45 patents in diverse fields, while garner-
ing attention of entities such as Interiors Magazine, Home and Gardens
“Awesome Interiors,” and the Discovery Channel. As founder and principal
inventor for Cryoport Inc, Emmel employed common foam to develop a
product that permits scientists and clinical practitioners to ship biological
materials, at liquid nitrogen temperatures, with an inexpensive shipping ser-
vice. Emmel founded Egg in 1987, an industrial design incubator facilitating
entrepreneurial projects and intellectual property. In addition to his technical
and commercial work, Emmel’s art, sculptures, and performances have been
featured at Beyond Baroque Literary Arts Center, the Austin International
Poetry Festival, Cannibal Flower, Coachella Arts Festival, Burning-man, and
as the Founder and Director of the Solids Gallery, a sculpture collective, he
has shown throughout greater Los Angeles. Emmel’s latest endeavor is The
Guild Studios, a collective of artisans able to create anything. See theguild-
studios.com.

Tony Palermo (Sound System Design) is a sound effects artist, radio
dramatist, and educator. He is heard on NPR, in audiobooks, and on-stage
with L.A. Theatre Works, California Artists Radio Theater, numerous theatre
troupes and tours. Tony directed the 60th anniversary production of Nor-
man Corwin’s On a Note of Triumph and recreated Bernard Herrmann’s
orchestral score. In 2003, he produced the original sing-through of Songs
& Dances of Imaginary Lands and wrangled Bart Hopkin’s invented instru-
ments. Tony continues with the opera, joined by his son, Nicolo. Tony’s
solo Sparx Sound Effects Extravaganza shows are popular with schools
and fairs, including the California State Fair. He also hosts the RuyaSonic
Radio Drama Resources website, offering info on writing, directing, scoring,
engineering, and sound effects. www.RuyaSonic.com

Dan Reed (Lighting Designer) - Dan is a lighting director at KTLA Channel
5 and the resident lighting designer for Cirque Berzerk. Dan spent 8 years
as the Asst. Lighting Designer at Full Flood Inc., working on such shows as
the Academy Awards, the Democratic National Conventions of 2004 and
2008, and the Olympic Opening Ceremonies in Athens and Salt Lake City.
His recent theatrical work includes: Getting Frankie Married and Stage Door
at the Open Fist Theatre Company, Drawer Boy and The Ice Breaker at
Theatre 40, and Hotel Bardot with the Padua Playwrights. Dan’s awards for
lighting design include a Garland Award for Justine (1997) at the Evidence
Room and Fen (2001) at the Open Fist Theatre, and a pair of LA Weekly
Awards for Cosmonaut’s Last Message (2003) and Abingdon Square
(2004), also at the Open Fist. Dan is an adjunct professor of production
design and an alumni of the Cal Poly Theatre Department in Pomona, CA.

Michael Harrington (Video Director) is happy he never had to use the
word “branding” while working on SDIL. As the founder of Quiet Digital
Studio, he has created and directed numerous short films, still photo
campaigns, and corporate branding projects. He would like to thank O-Lan
for letting him come play, and to Dave, Luke, and Mike for making him look
better than he should. And if you are reading this, thanks to you for support-
ing bad ass theater projects.

PRODUCTION STAFF BIOS

Vibrant Production Management works with artists of various disciplines
to create and manage original, vivid artistic experiences. Vibrant handles
logistics, allowing the artistic product to be presented as high-quality, seam-
less entertainment. Providing hands-on production management coordina-
tion from scheduling to show calling, Vibrant works in collaboration with
artists to bring ideas to life. Vibrant Production Management, a partnership
between Sara Adelman and Michelle Magaldi, Sara and Michelle have been
producing and managing live events together in and around Los Angeles for
a decade as independent contractors and employees of award-winning arts
organizations. www.vibrantmgmt.com

Maggie Goddard (Stage Manager) is thrilled to be a part of Songs and
Dances. Her recent work includes The Imaginary Invalid (Parson’s Nose),
Oliver Twist (A Noise Within), The Rehearsal (A Noise Within), Under Polaris
(Cloud Eye Control), Can Can (Pasadena Playhouse) and Dark Ages (Play-
wrights’ Arena). She also specializes in special events and stage manages
regularly for the Music Center Education Department. She holds a B.A. in
Theater and Economics from Occidental College.

Alyssa Escalante (Assistant Stage Manager) is extremely excited to be
working on this production with so many talented artists, designers, and
production staff. She graduated this last May with her degree in Theater
from Occidental College. Her past productions as a stage manager include
King Richard Il (Dir. John Bouchard), Stage Door (Dir. Laural Meade), and
Blues for an Alabama Sky (Dir. Tre Garrett) all at Occidental. She has also
stage managed the Occidental College Children’s Theater (Dir. Jamie
Angell) for the past three years. She thanks her Mom, Dad and sister Han-
nah, as well as her friends for all their love and support.




Stacy Hennon (Prop Master) is proud to be joining a good friend and long
time teacher, Snezana Petrovic in another amazing and crazy adventure.
Stacy has been working in theatre for 12 years, doing everything behind the
scenes that she can possibly do. She has worked for Redlands Civic Light
Opera, The Norris Center for the Performing Arts, El Segundo’s Broadway
in the Park, The Long Beach Playhouse, Hunger Artist and Long Beach
Opera. She would like to congratulate Twin and Matt on their engagement,
and welcomes Matt to the family.

Miriam Faugno (Director of Recycling Program) - Art Editor for Pa-
rabola Magazine; Drama/English teacher at the NYC Rudolf Steiner High
School; Shambhala Childrens’ Director for Vesak Day; City University of
New York HS Summer Arts Programs.

Atsushi Tameda (Installation Artist) is a Los Angeles and Tokyo based
installation artist. He holds an M.Phil from Newcastle University, and an MFA
in visual art from University of Chicago. His works have been exhibited at
several galleries internationally.




